
Meet the 2012 Summer Students

Alex Graham was born on Salt Spring and has 
spent his entire life on the island. He is a grade ten 
student at Gulf Islands Secondary school with inter-
ests in the science field, primarily astronomy and 
physics. He loves soccer and plays for the commu-
nity team, the school senior team as goalie, as well 
as at a training academy on Fridays.

Besides  soccer, his hobbies are astronomy, reading and writing. He 
plans to go to university for either Astrophysics or just straight phys-
ics or astronomy. He hopes to go to UVic so he won't be too far from 
home.

Volunteer Profiles
by Rasma Bertz 

Barry and Sheila Spence
    Barry and Sheila Spence have 
been avoiding the Between the 
Lines spotlight since it started…
luckily for us, they agreed to do 
me a favour at the last minute in return for a tour of my newly built 
house. Bonus! Two for one; twice the fun - a double act that cap-
tures a theme of their lives together. 
   49 years ago (this October), Barry and Sheila married after meeting 
at university. Barry got a job at a radio station in Winnipeg; Sheila 
went to teachers’ college and raised their baby son. They both chose 
teaching as a permanent career. While Barry focused on grades 4/5, 
Sheila obtained a job at the Torah school - her interview coinciding 
with the start of Israel’s 6-day War in 1967. For the last fifteen years 
of her teaching career, Sheila was vice-principal at several elemen-
tary and junior high schools in Red Deer. 
   After 30 years in Red Deer, our country girl from somewhere 
between Irma and Mannville, and our city boy from Edmonton, de-
cided to try retirement on for size. When I asked what brought them 
to SSI, Barry in his inimical style (filled with $5 words, 5¢ humour, 
and a dose of the pedantic) replied: ‘BC Ferries’. It was their friends 
and the scenery that kept bringing them back, plus wet coast pre-
cipitation staying liquid most of the time.
   They took leave twice to practice retiring. Having bought land, 
they came out in 1994 to live in a 19’ motor home, while Barry was 
general contractor for their house build. It was during this time that 
Sheila became involved with the library; largely, because ‘home’ was 
a humid moist box, and as a cataloguer of non-fiction books, she 
was able to dry out once a week. 
   Their second leave occurred in 2000-2001, coinciding with the 
library upgrading its computer system from Molly to Athena, and 
they made the decision at this time to become permanent Salt 
Springers on their retirement in 2004. They have been with us 
through every computer interface and change since. 
   Technology is where Barry feels most at home with the library - 
although they are both Thirds, and fill in wherever is needed on a 
regular basis. True to the origins of his last name, Barry provides a 
service as a Dispenser of Technical Info: he has been on the Techni-
cal committee; he has worked for Askaway; he regularly identifies 
quirks in the system, and he makes sure that Evergreen training 
advice gets to the volunteers. 
   Sheila has played a major part in building the Childrens’ Pro-
gramme. It started with just a tiny corner. When I joined the library, 
most of the downstairs had been converted, and just before we 
moved, the used book room had been dedicated to the YA depart-
ment. The new library will have twice the space again. 
   Of course, they are busy with other community activities, includ-
ing Trail & Nature club and Concert Band. Sheila plays oboe for 

the band, a chamber group, and a chamber duo. When I asked who 
inspired them, Barry replied: ‘She does!’, looking at Sheila. ‘Nuff said. 
   Their hobbies include reading, of course. Anything with maps, fam-
ily trees, or a connection to Iceland for Sheila. Barry spends most of 
the time reading for ‘work’ on the computer, so when he does read a 
book it is usually light mystery or non-fiction, but there is a book by 
his bed that has been there for far too long! 
   Barry’s love of geo-caching (what’s your hobby??) expands their 
love of travel. It has taken them to a dark underpass in Quebec, an 
ancient rotunda church in Italy, and often combines their love of hik-
ing, visiting cemeteries and libraries with ‘using multi-million dollar 
satellite systems to find plastic containers in the woods.’ 21st century 
treasure hunting - taking you to places you never knew you wanted 
to go, or wished you had never gone! 
   Barry and Sheila are a thriving, dynamic and passionate partner-
ship, and have supported the library in countless ways for almost 
twenty years. Thank you for finally coming into the spotlight and for 
everything you do.
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Librarian's Report
by  Brigitte Peter-Cherneff, Chief Librarian 

   The months ahead are bound to be 
exciting! With our building construction 
well underway we can see the Library tak-
ing shape in the heart of the community.  
The next several months will see many of 
us fully occupied with creating the policies and proce-
dures that will help to run our new facility.
   Our two summer students will be undertaking the 
tagging of our collection in preparation for our new 
security and check-out systems in addition to many 
other activities. If you work on the circulation desk, do 
shelving or shelf monitoring, you will notice this project 
and some related procedures in the coming weeks.
   Move in dates for the new library have not been final-
ized, but the building construction remains on time and 
we will let everyone know when these dates have been 
determined.  
   In the meantime I wish everyone a very pleasant sum-
mer (it’s sure to start soon!).

Kids Corner
by Sheila Spence

     Your library is presenting several children’s programs 
this summer.
    Strange, but True is the theme for the 2012 Summer 
Reading Club which will be run by Danielle Hubbard. 
Danielle has six Strange, but True programs planned for 
readers twelve and under. Registration began on June 
20, but drop-ins are welcome at weekly programs. Sum-
mer Reading Club activity days are Wednesdays, July 4  
to August 8 at the Annex.
    Read into Summer – Win a Novel book draw will con-
tinue until the last week of August. Entry forms and the 
draw box are in the children’s area on the table near the 
door to the washrooms. There are also entry forms at 
the circulation and information desks.
    The Travelling Puppet Show returns to Salt Spring 
Library from July 17 – July 21 with puppet shows and 
puppet workshops for a variety of ages. There will be 
several puppet shows followed by workshops at the 
Library Annex, some outreach programs at daycares 
and summer camps, and a bang-up finale of two puppet 
shows in Centennial Park on Saturday, July 21. Registra-
tion is required for workshop and spaces will be limited. 
Adriane Harkema is in charge of the Travelling Puppet 
Show and will be providing registration information 
early in July.
    For Teens, IslandLink Library Federation (made up of 
Alert Bay, Greater Victoria, Powell River & Salt Spring 
Libraries) is sponsoring a video workshop on July 23 & 
24.    
   On August 16, 1-3 pm there will be a free Teen 
Creative Writing Workshop at the Library Annex.
 

Cont'd - Summer Students 2012

Adriane Harkema was born and raised on 
Salt Spring Island. She graduated from the 
GISS French Immersion program in 2010.  
After high school she studied elementary 
education at  Lennoxville Quebec. She now 
attends Bishop's University and has recently 

completed her second year. She is also working at the Uni-
versity as a resident assistant. A resident assistant is there to 
make sure students can join a safe university community. Her 
future plan is to teach in a grade 3/4 class. 

Danielle Hubbard is from Victoria, but has 
always loved the Gulf Islands. She has a 
Bachelors degree in Art History from UVic, 
and is currently working on a Masters in 
Library Studies at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax. If all goes according to plans, she 

will eventually be a librarian. In the meantime, Danielle enjoys 
painting, reading, and writing stories. She also spends a great 
deal of time cycling, hiking, and swimming. Even if she does 
make it big as a rich and famous librarian (ha ha!), she has no 
intention of giving up these other interests.

Maddee Nash is a grade eleven student 
enrolled in the French immersion program 
at GISS. With a passion for math and a great 
curiosity about the world, her interests are 
wildly diverse. Her future plans have yet to be 
determined but promise to be entertaining. 

•	 New	building	designed	to	serve	community	for	decades	
•	 All	of	the	library’s	collections	located	on	main	floor
•	 Generous	shelving	allows	for	collection	expansion
•	 Children’s	area	2.5	times	larger
•	 50-seat	program	space	available	for	public	rental
•	 Parking	for	bikes	and	spaces	for	27	cars
•	 2	private	meeting	rooms	for	study	or	small	groups	
•	 New	computers	&	integrated	technology
•	 SSI	Archives	housed	here
•	 Approximately	40	seats	for	leisure	and	study

Opening this Fall
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