
Volunteer Profiles
by Rasma Bertz 

Izadaura Godchild
     Living a life that has layers of 
colour, Izadaura Godchild is a 
rainbow. Dance is the thread that 
creates the pattern of her tapestry. 
Her first memory is of dancing in 
the snow as a tiny child...a neigh-

bour dropping a dime from an upstairs window; my 
first memory of her is watching a butterfly boogying at 
Beaver Point Hall. I suggested she was ‘Martha Graham 
meets Gabrielle Roth’ but, of course, I had forgotten her 
namesake, Isadora Duncan. 
     Our Izadaura has danced through life gaining a 
grounded sense of reality. She lives grief and joy with an 
honesty that comes from her experiences, her grand-
mother’s love and her connection to her spiritual rebirth; 
her commitment to being a true child of God. There you 
have the origin of both her given and family names. 
     Izadaura grew up in the most beautiful areas of 
Ottawa. She played in the Governor General’s grounds, 
the Parliament buildings and nearby Rockcliffe. Her 
neighbours were the poorest of the poor and the mega-
rich; she has maintained her ability to cross social bound-
aries throughout her life. School was a social occasion for 
Izadaura. Her real education began in her 20's when she 
hitchhiked and worked her way around most of the Brit-
ish Isles, Scotland and Europe. Back then it was cheap, 
safe and stable. Her first husband was Turkish; her son 
conceived while she was a performing dancer in Turkey. 
     Izadaura’s first trip to Salt Spring came in 1978, eight 
months from the death of her five year old son in Ger-
many. She was island hopping, tagging along with a 
“galpal”, after beginning the healing process in Greece, a 
country she loves.
     She didn’t take to Ganges at all, but admits that she 
didn’t make a fair assessment because she hadn’t seen 
the rest of the island. She moved here by default in 1985, 
after she and her new family were flooded out of their 
Bowen Island home. Bowen had become too expensive 
to rent, while on Salt Spring one could get a 2-level, 
2-bedroom cottage and studio for $300 a month in the 
southend. They had a fabulous view of a lake and a 

beautiful property to bring up their daughter.  “Ah, the 
good old days of truly affordable rent and real estate!”
     Other than God and Jesus, Mother Theresa and Martin 
Luther King are her main inspirations. They were both 
spiritual Christians, rising above and beyond their reli-
gious denominations. “I am a spiritual Christian...God 
‘created’ spirituality; men ‘invented’ religion. I am not 
aligned to a religious denomination.” 
     Izadaura is one of the library’s indispensable shelvers. 
She is a self described history buff, political junkie, ge-
ography enthusiast and biography addict. She also loves 
Dick Francis mysteries.
     She volunteers at both the library and the Lady Minto 
thrift shop, simply because two of her favourite inter-
ests are books and brightly coloured clothes, which she 
can layer as she does her life. Gracious to everyone she 
meets, Izadaura feels honoured to be part of a great 
group of wonderful people and dedicated volunteers at 
both places.
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Jill Wheaton Receives Award
by Rita Archer, Library Board Chair
     Jill was awarded the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal at an awards 
ceremony held at the Mary Winspear 
Centre in Sidney on September 13, 
2012. The award recognizes Jill’s varied 
volunteer contributions to the library 

over a twenty-seven year period.
     Jill began volunteering at the library soon after she 
and her husband Michael moved to Salt Spring. She 
started at the front desk, moved on to third and also 
served on the library board. Jill continues to provide out-
standing service to our library as a member of the Hard 
Cover Fiction Committee which selects new books. While 
other committee members participate in the selection 
process, Jill goes on to do all of the 
ordering and cataloguing of hundreds 
of new acquisitions each year.
     Congratulations Jill and thank you 
for your many contributions to the 
library. We look forward to your con-
tinued involvement in the library – it 
would probably take three people to 
replace you!
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Librarian's Report
by  Brigitte Peter-Cherneff, Chief Librarian 

On the Cusp of a New Building

   Excitement is mounting for all of us as we 
contemplate moving into our new Library. 
The building looks more beautiful every 
day. 
   As one of those who has been lucky 

enough to be inside on several occasions to have a sneak 
preview, I can truly say that you are all going to love being 
part of this new environment. Lots of natural light, amazing 
wood beams and ceilings, fantastic finishing to the built-in 
furnishings, it is all amazing! 
   In August I was part of a small committee that finalized the 
furnishing choices for the building. It was somewhat daunt-
ing to find the right combination of durability and attractive-
ness for the tables, chairs and other items that will make up 
the moveable furnishings. Some lovely lighthearted items 
have been selected for the children’s 
area along with more classic lines for 
the adult oriented zones which we 
hope will enhance the natural beauty 
and design of the building.
   The move-in date is still being deter-
mined and training in all the new sys-
tems and procedures will be scheduled 
for all volunteers prior to opening. 
   We will be notifying everyone of these dates as soon as we 
know them. 

Children's Programs
by Sheila Spence

   Picture Books - Spine Labels: All the J-ER hard cover picture 
books have been given three-letter spine labels and J-ER hard 
cover books will be shelved in alpha order by the author’s 
surname. Thin soft cover paper books in this section should 
continue to be shelved by single letter to the right of each 
letter section. It is important to keep these books in their 
correct order for the move to the new building.
   October School Visits to the Library: Our days in the tem-
porary facility draw to a close, but annual fall school visits are 
still going ahead. Kindergarten and Grade 1/2 classes from Salt 
Spring Elementary will be visiting the temporary library for an 
orientation to the library, some stories and to borrow books 
with their own library cards. There are twenty to twenty-four  
students in each class.

           Wed, October 10, 1:00 pm - Kindergarten
           Thur, October 11, 10:30 am and 1:00 pm - Grade 1/2
 

   The desk staff should be prepared for a long line of young 
people proudly offering their library cards with their chosen 
books.
   October Author Visits: In conjunction with IslandLink 
Library Federation, two author visits to local schools are 
scheduled. On October 17 Julie Lawson, Victoria author of 
many children’s and teen books will speak to students at 
SIMS, SSE and Fulford Schools. On October 24 Simon Jack-
son, the young founder of The Spirit Bear Youth Coalition, will 
speak to students at Fernwood School.

Customer Service Workshops
All Saints Church

110 Park Drive
Thur, October 4th 12:30 - 4 pm Lower hall
Fri, October 5th 9:30 am - 1 pm Upper hall

Bruce’s Kitchen will provide lunch 
from 12:30-1 pm on both days

    All volunteers who volunteer at the Circ 
Desk or in any other area where patron /
public contact happens are strongly urged /
required to attend a half day workshop on 
either of the above dates. 
   The workshop is one where the audience 
is involved; seeking  the best way to provide 
excellent patron service. 
   Les Brost is an experienced facilitator and 
has been involved in this field for some time. 
With a new library come heightened expec-
tations regarding performance and services. 
We hope this will help us all to be on the 
same page, and it is also an opportunity to 
interact  with other library volunteers in a 
different setting.
    You are asked to register at the library at  
the signup sheet behind the desk since lunch 
is provided.

Word on the Rock

Every Wednesday
11:30 a.m. to noon

CFSI at 107.9 
or online at 

www.cfsi-fm.com      

Oct 3
Mona Fertig

The Life and Art of
George Fertig

 

Oct 10
Gillian Campbell
The Apple House

Oct 17
Patrick Taylor

An Irish Country Wedding
 

Oct 24
Marlyn Horsdal

The Judge and the Lady 

Mark your
calendar!

An Irish Country Wedding: 
An Irish Country Doctor Novel

by   Patrick Taylor
The Salt Spring Island Public Library  

and Salt Spring Books
invite you to a book launch

 

International Bestselling 
Author & Local Writer

Tuesday October 23
7:00 - 9:00 at ArtSpring

Info: 250-537-4666

Coming Summer 2013


