
 

The year 2023 saw the Library move forward 

on its six-year strategic plan, finding creative 

ways to engage the community and to identify 

ways to improve accessibility . 

Reconciliation formed a substantial part of 

the Library's activity and Indigenous program-

ming leapt forward.  

The Library thanks the CRD for its continued 

financial support. The new LCC recommended 

an increase in funding for 2024 and 2025 of 

almost 10% for each year.  

I am privileged to work with a talented and 

hard-working board. The past year presented 

many challenges that were addressed 

through the hard work, dedication and 

strength of the board members.  

Similarly, we are fortunate to have a diverse, 

skilled and experienced staff.  On behalf of 

the board and the entire community, I thank 

Library Director Karen Hudson and the staff 

for all their efforts over the past year.  

I look forward to continuing to work with the 

board and staff in 2024 and hope this year is 

both as productive and rewarding as was 

2023. 

Adrian Wright, Board Chair 
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Library Partners 
 

The Library is pleased to work together with our 

partners including all of our valued  

volunteers and supporters 

and 

· ArtSpring (Island Arts Centre Society) 

· Barb’s Bakery & Bistro 

· BC Libraries Cooperative 

· Black Sheep Books 

· Canadian Council of Archives 

· Canadian Federation of University Women 

· Capital Regional District (CRD) 

· Courthouse Libraries of BC 

· Country Grocer Salt Spring 

· Diverse and Inclusive Salt Spring Island (DAISSI) 

· Government of British Columbia 

· Government of Canada 

· Gulf Islands Driftwood 

· Gulf Islands Families Together Society (GIFTS) 

· Gulf Islands Secondary School (SD64) 

· Indigenous Peoples that call Salt Spring  home 

· Island Community Services Society Family Place 

· IslandLink Library Federation 

· Islands Trust 

· Ministry of Municipal Affairs 

· Nature Salt Spring 

· Phillip and Muriel Berman Foundation 

· Rotary Club of Salt Spring Island 

· Sally and Glen Rycroft Endowment Fund 

· SS Arts  

· SS Books 

· SS Exchange 

· SS Forum 

· SS Literacy Society 

· SS Potters Guild 

· SS Trail and Nature Club 

· SS Toastmasters 

· SSI Chamber of Commerce 

· SSI Emergency Program 

· SSI Fire and Rescue 

· SSI Foundation & Foundation of Youth 

· SSI Historical Society and Archives 

· SSI Restorative Justice 

· Stqeeye’ Learning Society 

· The Raffi Foundation 

· The Writers Union of Canada 

· Thrifty Foods 

· Times Colonist Literacy Society 

· Transition Salt Spring Society 

· Vancouver Foundation 

· Victoria Foundation 

· Wilding Foundation 

 

           Library Director Review  

We had a very, successful year!  6000   

patrons checked out over 127,000      

physical materials and 48,000 (+29%)  

digital items.   

 

Over 570 programs for all ages, including 

poetry, Reconciliation, tech tutoring,      

climate, art, StoryTime, StoryWalks, camps 

and outreach to schools had a total       

attendance of over 10,000 adults, teens 

and  children.  Our FabLab, generously  

supported by the Wilding Foundation, had 

620  visits and we held a full year of STEM    

programs for 590 youth. 

 

We increased our paid staff to six full-time 

when we hired Indigenous Coordinator  

Caroline Dick with Provincial funding. 

 

The new Indigenous Learning Area, 

ITOTELNEW̱ HÁUTW̱ / Tatul’ utew’t-hw, was 

created with funding from the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs, the SSI Foundation, the 

Philip and Muriel Berman Foundation, and 

Library donors.  We successfully launched 

with a traditional ceremony with 100     

Indigenous artists, friends, funders, and 

allies.  The SSI Foundation also funded an 

Indigenous Mural Interpretive Panel and 

the  Philip and Muriel  Berman Foundation 

provided support for our BIPOC  collection.  

Thanks to the Victoria Foundation, the   

Raffi Foundation and the Province of BC, 

we renovated the Children’s area where 

eco-friendly, colourful flooring and low, 

moveable shelving were installed.  Watch 

for the official opening soon! 

 

The Library was Accessibility Certified and 

has drafted a 3-year accessibility plan.   

The CRD upgraded the Library HVAC 

 

 
 

 

  

 

system so that the Library can serve as a 

community cooling centre. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to our donors who 

contributed to a successful Annual       

Campaign, and to our 87 volunteers, staff,   

partners, funders, the Province, and the 

CRD for contributing to our Library in the 

heart of our community. 

Karen Hudson, Library Director 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Salt-Spring-Island-Public-Library/104520346249533
https://twitter.com/ssilibrary
http://instagram.com/saltspringlibrary?ref=badge


Revenue  

$857,275 

 

 

 

 

Expenses and Capital Acquisitions 

$904,269 
(not including amortization) 

 

2023 

A Summary 
 

• Indigenous Learning Area 

and Children’s Area       

Renovations  Funded with 

Directed Grants 

• Over 66,000 virtual visits 

• Over 6,000 cardholders 

including 823 new 

•  48,000 e-circulations 

(audiobooks/ebooks/

movies/tv/music) 

• 240 adult programs with 

4500 attendees 

• 336 youth & children’s  

programs with over 6,000 

attendees 

• FabLab (Makerspace) and 

STEM Programs 

Lending and Circulation 
The Library lent out over 127,000    

physical items in 2023 

 

Library Collection 
Our current collection has           

58,500 physical items.  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Dick, Indigenous Coordinator (left) , and   

Karen Hudson, Library Director (right), in the          

Indigenous Learning Area                           

ITOTELNEW̱ HÁUTW̱ / Tatul’ utew’t-hw  

Jillian Harris presents a program on 

“Women in the Colonial Era” 

Mural artist Charlene Johnny (right) with Shannon 

Cowan (left) of the Salt Spring Island Foundation 

show off the mural’s interpretive panel. 

A gooey Spring Break children’s program 

© Gulf Islands Driftwood 


